A Celebration by Sue Walker, Granddaughter of Allan Scally

Today we are celebrating the 50" running of the Allan Scally memorial race. Allan died
in 1966 and it’s fantastic that we still remember him some 50 odd years later. We are
also celebrating the 90 years of Scally family involvement in Shettleston Harriers,
spreading across 4 generations.

Before | go further, I'd like to acknowledge the tremendous amount of work put in by
Elaine and John Mackay to make this race such a success.

If Allan had only been a great runner, I'm sure his memory would have lived on in the
record books and with his family. But Allan was more than just a great runner and that
is why we remember. Allan Scally was a great runner, a great coach and a very kind
man. We remember Allan Scally for all of those reasons.

Allan was a runner in the 1920s and 30s, the era of the Great Depression. He would
have been very well aware that by running in races offering prize money, he was
scuppering his chances to represent his country in empire or Olympic Games. He
chose to supplement his income as a railway worker by entering and winning
professional races, winning cash prizes, and possibly winning a share of the gate
money and betting purse too. He ran under the racing name of Scally of Broomhouse
(by the old Glasgow zoo), and won the Powderhall marathon several times. He was
world champion at a time where the holder was challenged to a race, very much like
boxing matches today.

When Allan hung up his gutties, he became a coach for Shettleston Harriers, and
possibly his one regret over his professional running career was that he was never
allowed to become a member of Shettleston Harriers. It hardly seems credible to us
now, that winning cash prizes had that impact on joining a club. Changed days indeed!

Allan became club coach and led the club to many successes at county, district
Scottish and UK championships. Two of his most famous protégés were Graham
Everett and Joe McGhee. Allan wasn’t a running snob though. If you were keen and
willing to work, he was prepared to coach you. You didn’t have to have star qualities.
Mr Scally did expect you to work though and to turn up for training sessions. From all
| know of him, Allan would be delighted to see the success of jog Scotland groups and
the couch to 5k initiative, bringing so many people into a love of the sport he loved.

As well as being Shettleston’s club coach, Allan coached youngsters at St Bridget's
school youth club, at the end of Dolan street where he lived. He also coached the team
from Lewis’s in Glasgow to triumph at the inter store championships - and managed
to get my dad, Frank, an apprenticeship there too! Lewis’s was the department store
in Glasgow and was part of a chain of department stores around Britain. The Glasgow
manager was very keen to win the inter-store sport day and recruited Allan Scally to
coach his staff in all track and field events — and even the egg and spoon race!

Again, if Allan was just a coach and runner, would he still be remembered today? I'm
not so sure. Allan’s legacy though is that he was also a social activist! From his home
in Baillieston, he would spot runners out training and would suggest they joined
Shettleston. His view was that if a lad joined the Harriers, he was off the streets and
wouldn’t get into trouble.

His sons were all sporty with Frank and Bill both joining the Harriers while Allan junior
moved to the States. Allan’s family travelled from Boston to run in today’s race. Frank
honed his organisational skills as Shettleston’s social convenor while Bill in addition to
racing very successfully in Masters events became club coach and secretary. Bill



coached many runners here today and is sorely missed. Bill's lunchtime sessions in
Kelvingrove park were very popular and are replicated by others today.

There has been Scally involvement in Shettleston Harriers for more than 90 years. 4
generations have been members with three generations still actively involved. Allan
Scally’s legacy as a coach is still remembered and appreciated - although we would
all have been saying Mr Scally to his face! Allan’s social conscience in funding soup
kitchens and getting boys off street corners into more fruitful occupations is echoed by
his extended family’s social and sporting contributions from rugby to Girl guiding,
chairing charities to chairing running clubs.

We have Mr Scally to thank for all of this. For his world class running. For his
inspiration. For his contribution to Shettleston Harriers and Athletics in Scotland. To
Shettleston Harriers for once again putting on a fantastically well organised race. To
the Scally family for their support across the years and the generations, and to the
athletes, the great and the good, and everyone else too who has made the Allan Scally
memorial race such a fine race. Thank you.

| would ask you to raise your glass, and toast. The Allan Scally!



